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BackgroundBackground
Many international partners brought the proposal to the UNMany international partners brought the proposal to the UN
headquarters in New York in May 2013

Resolution was adopted by UN General Assembly on 20 Dec 2013

Planning underway, website is now the main source of information



www.light2015.org 
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BackgroundBackground
IAU (International Astronomical Union)IAU (International Astronomical Union)

ICSU (The International Council for Science)

ISPRS (The International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing)ISPRS (The International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing)

ISSC (International Social Science Council)

IUHPS/DHST (I t ti l U i f Hi t d Phil h f S i /IUHPS/DHST (International Union of History and Philosophy of Science/ 

Division of History of Science and Technology)

IUPAB (The International Union for Pure and Applied Biophysics) 

IUPAP (The International Union of Pure and Applied Physics)

IUTAM (The International Union of Theoretical and Applied Mechanics) 

URSI (International Union of Radio Science)

ICO (The International Commission for Optics) 



BackgroundBackground



The UN has asked us toThe UN has asked us to …
P t h t i f i d lit f lifPromote photonics for improved quality of life  

E l i h t i i d iExplain photonics as an economic driver

Sh h i i l i l b l h llShow photonics is a solution to global challenges

Promote science education and careers worldwide

Have impact in all countries of the world



Potential is very broadPotential is very broad
Origin of Life

Healthcare

Communications & GPS

Optical InstrumentsOptical Instruments

The Universe



Potential is very broadPotential is very broad
Cultural Heritage

Education for All

Nature

Light Pollution



ArtArt  



ActionsActions
Celebrating science successes within our 
community

Explaining photonics with outreach to 
the public

Promoting photonics to decision‐makers

Support actions in the developing world



Anniversaries in 2015Anniversaries in 2015
1015: 1000 years of Arabic optics 

1815: 200 years of Fresnel’s theory of diffraction1815: 200 years of Fresnel s theory of diffraction

1865: 150 years since Maxwell’s electrodynamics

1915: Einstein Centenary, General Relativity 

1965: Cosmic Microwave Background, 
Penzias & Wilson

Optical Fibre Technology, Charles Kao



Focus on DevelopmentFocus on Development
85% of the world’s population85% of the world s population
live in developing countries

Internet use by population
75% i E75% in Europe
16% in Africa

Study after Sunset is not 
possible for 2 billion people

Billions need eyeglasses



Science for peaceScience for peace
Internet connected devices in the worldInternet connected devices in the world

Scientists and social responsibility 



National InterestNational Interest



National InterestNational Interest



FundingFunding
We receive NO funding from UNESCOWe receive NO funding from UNESCO 

All i i l i ( O iAll international actions (e.g. Opening 
Ceremony, website, communications, seed 
funds for developing countries) must be self‐
funded. 

We are very grateful already for the generousWe are very grateful already for the generous 
support from societies, industry, academic 

t d i dibl l t th ipartners, and incredible volunteer enthusiasm 



ActionsActions 
The secretariat at ICTP cannot proactivelyThe secretariat at ICTP cannot proactively 
solicit event information from all partners in 
ll i f h ldall countries of the world

It is up to organisers (you!) to submit events 
for tracking on the global calendarg g

Many exciting events are already takingMany exciting events are already taking 
place
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In FranceIn France





IYL Opening CeremonyIYL Opening Ceremony
19‐20 January 2015, 1500 attendees, live webcast worldwide

Nobel laureates

Diplomats

Politicians

Scientists

Industry 







The International Year of LightThe International Year of Light
and Light‐based Technologies

2015

We will only get one chance

www.light2015.org


