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03 July 2015 
 
 
Dear Professor Werlen, 
 
We are writing to confirm that the International Council for Science (ICSU) is pleased 
to join the International Social Science Council (ISSC) and the International Council 
for Philosophy and Human Sciences (CIPSH) in endorsing the establishment of an 
International Year of Global Understanding (IYGU) in 2016. The announcement of 
this will take place on 14 September at the 2015 World Social Science Forum (WSSF) 

President)of)ISSC!
!
!

Professor'Benno'Werlen!!
Execu&ve(Director(of(IYGU!

University*of*Jena!
Germany!

!
25#June#2015!

!
!

!
Dear%Professor%Werlen,!
!
RE:$Le' er$of$support$for$the$Interna+onal$Year$of$Global$Understanding!
!
It#is#with#pleasure#that#the#Interna#onal&Social&Science&Council!(ISSC)&wishes&to&express&its&support&for!the!
implementa) on+of+the+2016%Interna' onal*Year*of*Global*Understanding!(IYGU)'which'will'be'formally&launched&

to be held in Durban, South Africa.
 
ICSU’s mission is to strengthen international science for the benefit of society. It 
therefore supports the IYGU’s goal of promoting global understanding through 
research, education, and information in order to address global sustainability 
challenges. 
 
We are looking forward to cooperating closely with the IYGU network to make 2016 
a success for the benefit of future generations across the world. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

implementa) on+of+the+2016%Interna onal Year of Global Understanding!(IYGU) which will be formally&launched&
during'a'dedicated'session'at'the'World'Social'Science'Forum,'on'13'September,'in'Durban,'South'Africa.!
!
We"in#the#ISSC!believe!in!linking&social&science&knowledge&effec/ vely&to&public&policies&and&local&needs&in&order&
to#improve#the#quality#of#people’s#lives.#The#ra2onale#behind#the#IYGU#is#in#line#with#the#ISSC’s#mission#
statement.(We(aim(at(mobilising(scien0sts(from(various(backgrounds(to(engage(in(inter"!and$transdisciplinary$
collabora' ons*to*achieve*transforma' ons*to*sustainability."We"also"wish"to"raise"awareness"of"collec1ve"and"
individual( capacity( for( ac0on( and( responsibility( for( everyday( decision"making.( We( also( share( with( our(
colleagues)from)IYGU)the)belief)in)the)importance)of)research)led)across)na8onal)and)regional)boundaries%as%a%
means&to&improve&our&knowledge&of&the&global&issues&that&affect&the&world&and&be8er&figure&out&solu: ons&to&
effec$vely(address(them.!
!
The$ISSC$fully%endorses'the'IYGU'and'its'goals.'We'therefore'look'forward'to'partnering'with'the'Interna8onal!

Interna' onal*Geographical*Union*(IGU)*in*proclaiming*the*IYGU*in*Durban*in*September.*We*will*do*our*very*
best%to%remain%a%useful%partner%throughout%2016.%!
!
!
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Sincerely)yours,!
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Alberto(Mar+nelli!
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WhyWhy International Year?y
Global Understanding?

Why International Year?
Global Understanding?

To get a platform and a tool to

• Draw attention to major issues
relevant to the majority of the world population

• Encourage international action of global importance 
and ramificationsand ramifications

• Raise interest in scientific disciplines or scientific 
contributions to problem solutions of general concern.

• Best example: International Polar YearBest example: International Polar Year



Global Understanding:Global Understanding: 
An essential Human Condition

In the face of global social and climate change, 
we must think globallywe must think globally.

But global thinking presupposes global understanding.

IYGU 

clarifies connections between the local and the global.g

Actions and decisions shall yield sustainable outcomes, 

devery day, 

all over the world.



Global Understanding:Global Understanding: 
An essential Human Conditionesse t a u a Co d t o

Global Understanding is a bridge builderGlobal Understanding is a bridge builder … 

… between the local and global, 

social and natural, 

science and everyday life. y y

F i l l ti f l b l t i bilitFocusing on local action for global sustainability.



People’s PoliticsPeople s Politics

Everyday decisions depend on lifestyleEveryday decisions depend on lifestyle.

All lif t l lt ll diff ti t dAll lifestyles are culturally differentiated.

E h i i th lt l di i fEmphasizing the cultural dimensions of 
sustainability.

Local, individual choices shape global 
change.

Change must come from the bottom up.



Science and Everyday Life :y y
Focus on everyday activities

Eating/Drinking//Surviving

y y

Moving/Staying //Belonging

Housing/Working//UrbanizingHousing/Working//Urbanizing



How to do it?

Three LevelsThree Levels

Research
Bringing together social and natural scientists

Education
Bringing research results at all levels in classrooms throughout the world

Information
Print media, social networks, 

internet platforms (www.global-understanding.info) and TV programs.



O f GO f GOrganization of IYGUOrganization of IYGU



O f GO f GOrganization of IYGUOrganization of IYGU



M i SM i SMain SponsorsMain Sponsors



Thank you!



www.global-understanding.info


